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What online information is available for the NHS about new medicines?

Prepared by UK Medicines Information (UKMi) pharmacists for NHS healthcare professionals

Before using this Q&A, read the disclaimer at https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/about-ukmi-medicines-qas/
Date prepared: 21st March 2018
Medicines not yet launched in the UK

	Source and Link 

	Notes

	Specialist Pharmacy Services (SPS) 

https://www.sps.nhs.uk/   
(N.B. NICE Evidence (see below) also provides links to this website) 
	You can use this website (registration may be required to view some content) to find information about medicines in clinical development (Phase III trials onwards), including data on licence extensions and new formulations of marketed drugs. 

The best way to find information is to use the ‘Search all of SPS’ box. Enter the name of the medicine you are interested in to locate the relevant monograph. Then scroll down within the monograph to find relevant information in the “New Medicines” section (e.g. trade name, company name, a summary of clinical trials in progress or completed, predicted launch date, and much more). Information in this section is continually updated by the UKMi Horizon Scanning and Medicines Evaluation Working Group (HSMEWG) (click here for information about this group, including contact details for more detailed or tailored horizon scanning support)
This group also publishes a selection of other useful content on the SPS website, and these can be found by typing “horizon scanning” in the ‘Search all of SPS’ box: 

· Prescribing Outlook – New Medicines and National Developments is an annual publication which includes information about significant new medicines (or new licensed indications) likely to be launched in the next 24 months. 

· The New Medicines Newsletter is a monthly publication which highlights recent significant medicines regulatory changes and new medicines monographs added to the SPS website.



	Source and Link 


	Notes

	NICE Evidence

www.evidence.nhs.uk

	Search under the name of the medicine concerned or click on ‘Journals and Databases’ and ‘Begin a Search’ in ‘Healthcare databases advanced search’ to perform a quick search of Pubmed (for simple searches), or log in with an Open Athens account to access other databases for advanced search (e.g. Embase, Medline, CINAHL).
Content from the SPS website (see above) can also be found by searching on this site.


	National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Innovation Observatory 

http://www.io.nihr.ac.uk/ 
	The national medical horizon scanning facility identifies emerging health technologies (medicines, devices and diagnostics) that are up to 10 years from being publicly available and follows them “from patent to patient”. Information is supplied in the form of technology briefings, most of which are publicly available on the website via the search window.  

	European Medicines Agency (EMA)
Medicines under evaluation and
Pending EC decisions

	Search for medicines that are under evaluation (i.e. an application has been submitted for centralised marketing authorisation) or that have been evaluated by the Committee for Medicinal Products for Human Use (CHMP) and are pending a decision by the European Commission.

	EuroScan International Network

www.euroscan-network.global 
	The International Information Network on New and Emerging Health Technologies (EuroScan International Network e.V) is a scientific association of member organisations and individuals for the exchange of information on important emerging new drugs, devices, procedures, programs, and settings in health care.

Use search function to locate information about new technologies.


	UK PharmaScan

https://www.ukpharmascan.org.uk 
	A secure horizon scanning database owned by the Department of Health and hosted by NICE to provide a reliable source for advance information on new medicines to support NHS budget or service planning. Access is restricted to national horizon scanning groups (e.g. UKMi Horizon Scanning Working Group) and approved NHS organisations that have a role in supporting NHS planning, or provide advice and guidance to the NHS.
Over 120 pharmaceutical companies are registered to enter data on new medicines, indications and formulations in development from up to three years before their launch in the UK or start of phase III clinical development, whichever is earlier. 


	Source and Link 


	Notes

	International Clinical Trials Registry Platform (ICTRP)
http://apps.who.int/trialsearch/
(World Health Organization)
	Search for clinical trials being undertaken worldwide including, for example, Europe, USA, Australia and New Zealand.

	Orphanet

www.orpha.net/ 
	Search for drugs at all stages of development granted orphan designation for disease(s) considered as rare in Europe or the USA using the inventory of orphan drugs. 

	Regional Drug & Therapeutics Centre (RDTC)
http://rdtc.nhs.uk/ 
(hosted by the Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS Trust)
	Monthly horizon scanning reports provide information about new products and significant changes to product licences, shortly before and after launch. 

Evaluation reports aim to give objective information and guidance for NHS professionals on medicines that may not yet be licensed for the indication.


Medicines Already Launched in the UK 

	Source and Link 


	Notes

	Electronic Medicines Compendium (eMC)

http://www.medicines.org.uk/emc/
(Datapharm Communications Ltd)
	Unrestricted, free-to-use website which includes Summaries of Product Characteristics (SPCs) and Patient Information Leaflets (PILs) for a large number of UK licensed medicines (e.g. approved uses, doses, methods of administration, side effects, safety warnings). All documents have been checked and approved by either the EMA (Europe) or MHRA (UK) regulatory agencies. 

Search by medicine or company name.

	National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE)

http://www.nice.org.uk/Guidance 

	Technology appraisals of new pharmaceutical and biopharmaceutical products, as well as procedures, devices and diagnostic agents.
Evidence summaries of new medicines are not formal NICE guidance, but they aim to aid local planning or inform national commissioning decisions about key new medicines considered of significance to the NHS but not subject to technology appraisals. The medicines selected have recently (usually in the past 6 months) been licensed or launched in the UK, or they are existing medicines that have recently been licensed for a new indication or as a new formulation.


	Source and Link 


	Notes

	European Medicines Agency (EMA)
Human medicines

	Includes European Public Assessment Reports (EPARs), which are scientific assessment reports published for every medicine assessed by the EMA under the centralised procedure, accompanied by a public-friendly summary. Note: the EMA does not evaluate all medicines currently in use in Europe. If you cannot find the medicine you need through this search, try the website of the relevant national health authority (i.e. the MHRA in the UK – see below).


	Herbal medicines for human use

	Search for herbal substances and herbal substances in combination designated for assessment by the EMA's Committee on Herbal Medicinal Products (HMPC).

	Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA)

Public Assessment Reports

	Public Assessment Reports (PARs) for medicines licensed in the UK rather than as part of a European assessment. Also includes PARs for products granted traditional herbal registration (list available here).

	Latest marketing authorisations
	List of licences (marketing authorisations) granted by the MHRA since January 2014.

	SPC & PILs
	Links to up-to-date SPCs and PILs for medicines licensed in the UK. Product information for cancelled marketing authorisations will stay on the website for a year after they are cancelled. 

	Specialist Pharmacy Services (SPS) 

https://www.sps.nhs.uk/   

	As above. Information about newly launched medicines can be accessed in the same way as for medicines not yet launched (i.e. use the search function to locate the relevant monograph for the medicine and scroll down for relevant information). 

The UKMi HSMEWG list of New Product Evaluations (updated monthly) published on this website is particularly useful as it provides links to evaluations or product summaries of recently-launched medicines that are freely available to NHS staff via the internet. 

	NICE Evidence

www.evidence.nhs.uk

	As above. Links to the SPS website, and to resources (via ‘Journals and Databases’) such as the Cochrane Library and UK DUETS (Database of Uncertainties about the Effects of Treatments) which may also provide useful information about newly launched medicines.

	Orphanet

www.orpha.net/ 
	As above. Search the inventory of orphan drugs for drugs granted orphan designation for disease(s) considered as rare in Europe or the USA. The database also includes drugs without an orphan designation if they are licensed for a rare disease.

	All Wales Medicines Strategy Group (AWMSG)
http://www.awmsg.org/   
	Appraisals of new medicines timed so that the medicine can be endorsed for NHS Wales as soon as possible after the product is licensed within the UK.

	Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC)
https://www.scottishmedicines.org.uk/
	Advice following assessment of newly licensed medicines and new formulations and new indications of established medicines, as soon as practical after launch of the product (confined to prescription only medicines).


	Source and Link 

	Notes

	Examples of organisations that make local decisions about medicines:
	

	Midlands Therapeutics Review & Advisory Committee (MTRAC)

https://ccg.centreformedicinesoptimisation.co.uk/mtrac 
	Independent reviews of selected pharmaceutical products to assess their clinical value, safety and suitability for use in primary care in the West Midlands. Access to full text is restricted to subscriber CCGs for the first 3 months, with an excerpt available for public view, after which the guidance is publicly available (see Committee Recommendations)



	Regional Drug & Therapeutics Centre (RDTC)
http://rdtc.nhs.uk/publications/publication-type/new-drug-evaluations  


	Structured reviews of new medicines recently launched within the NHS , providing an overview of efficacy, safety and cost, primarily for primary healthcare professionals in Northern England and Yorkshire. New documents are restricted to stakeholders for 3 months following publication. 


	NHS London Medicines Evaluation Network (LMEN)
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/networks/london-medicines-evaluation-network/  
	Provides published reviews of selected medicines where a London-wide need for such has been identified.

These are published on the SPS website (see above). If a LMEN evaluation is available it will be found as an ‘Article’ within the monograph for the relevant medicine.


N.B. some resources can be accessed through more than one website
Limitations
The list is not comprehensive, but represents a selection of reliable, freely accessable sources of information for NHS professionals. Links to websites and organisation details were correct at time of publication of this Q&A.  Please report any subsequent changes in these details to the author.
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