
Developing of an Evidence-Based UK-Wide 
Antimicrobial Intravenous-to-Oral Switch Criteria: 
the Delphi Consensus Process

Profession of respondents (UK-wide) Count

Pharmacist (Microbiology or Infection 
Specialist) 65

Hospital General Physician 55
Medical Microbiologist/Infection 
Diseases Doctor 38

Pharmacist (General or non-Infection 
Specialist) 36

Nurse/Midwife (General or non-Infection 
Specialist) 22

Surgeon 8
Nurse (Antimicrobial Stewardship) 8
Allied Health Professional 3
Nurse (Infection Prevention Control) 3
Physician Associate 1
Healthcare Scientist 1
Specialist Pharmacy Technician 1
Dentist or Dental Nurse 1
Total 242

Step 4 



National IVOS criteria for early 
switch

24 criteria categorised into 5 sections 

• Timing of intravenous (IV) antimicrobial review

• Clinical signs and symptoms

• Infection markers

• Enteral route

• Special considerations 
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Available on gov.uk 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/antimicrobial-intravenous-to-oral-switch-criteria-for-early-switch/national-antimicrobial-intravenous-to-oral-switch-ivos-criteria-for-early-switch
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Draft Infographics and other resources
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