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What did we find?
• The majority of prescribing is in male prisoners, reflecting the male/female population split. 

• The most frequently prescribed antibiotics are those used for: skin and soft tissue (including 

acne), respiratory tract, dental and urinary tract infections.

• Focus areas for quality improvement include: 

➢ Broad spectrum antibiotics: Target <10% total antibiotic prescribing in primary care, in 

HJS, currently 11%. 

➢ Acne represents a significant proportion of antibiotic prescribing in HJS. Lymecycline 12% 

vs <3% in primary care.

➢ Duration of antibiotic courses: Primary care ambition: 75% amoxicillin 500mg as 5 day 

duration, in HJS only 27% is for 5 days. NICE guidance recommends a 5 day course of 

100mg doxycycline for respiratory infections, in HJS only 3% is 5 days. For UTI in female 

prisons, nitrofurantoin 100mg MR is most commonly prescribed, NICE guidance 

recommends 3 days duration; 47% is 3 days, but 35% for 7 days.



Comms
• Antibiotic formulary pack- Nov24
• Newsletters to different healthcar-Nov24 professional 

groups
• Pharmacy AMS intervention flowchart-Nov24
• Inside-time magazine ‘advert’ published twice
• Prison radio
• Three meetings with LET via revolving doors
• Posters presented at RPS conference and UKHSA 

conference
• Antibiotic Guardian award highly commended in the 

health inequalities category



Longer piece in 
Inside Times and 

Radio 
presentation 
incorporating 
LET feedback



Overall prescribing per 100 prisoners is falling



Top 10 antibiotics and sites by volume (Apr 24 
to Mar 25)



Broad spectrum trend

• Broad spectrum as % of total antibiotic prescribing-
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Acne antibiotics continue to fall



Course lengths

• Comparing combined Dec to Feb data year on year 
• 5-day course lengths of amoxicillin 500mg have improved from 

28% to 36%
• 5-day course lengths of doxycycline 100mg have improved 

from 7.3% to 11.7%
• 3-day course length prescribing for nitrofurantoin in women has 

improved from 44% to 58%.
• Although improvements have been seen, there is still 

improvement to be made



Survey



Next steps

DEVELOP TRAINING 
PACKS AND 

POSTERS/LEAFLETS 
BASED ON LET FEEDBACK

SKINCARE RESEARCH 
PROJECT

ACNE IMPROVEMENT 
PLAN

DENTAL QI PROJECT BROAD SPECTRUM 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

MOTIVATION 
INTERVENTION PROJECT 

FOR HCPS
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