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Overall antibiotic prescribing per 100 prisoners is falling 
(4% drop since Apr 24)



Broad spectrum trend
Broad spectrum as % of total antibiotic prescribing is climbing but 
has levelled at around 13%- mainly due to co-amoxiclav



Co-amoxiclav is useful where broad 

spectrum cover is needed for Gram- 

positive, Gram -negative and 

anaerobic bacteria. This cover is 

needed for intra-abdominal 

infections, for animal/human bites or 

for ‘dirty’ contaminated wounds.  It is 

not needed for insect bites or clean 

wounds. Co-amoxiclav only has 

limited recommendations in NICE 

guidelines. Products - Antimicrobial 

stewardship | Topic | NICE . As 

resistance to co-amoxiclav in E. coli 

is rising, it is no longer first line for 

pyelonephritis/upper UTI. 

Use first line empirical options, 

for optimum course lengths to 

prevent resistance and adverse 

effects. (Co-amoxiclav is one of the 

antibiotics most associated with C 

difficile, which is on the increase 

across the UK). 

‘Let’s talk about co-amoxiclav’ document to share with clinicians, laminated as a poster or used as a screen saver.

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/health-protection/communicable-diseases/antimicrobial-stewardship/products?GuidanceProgramme=guidelines
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/health-protection/communicable-diseases/antimicrobial-stewardship/products?GuidanceProgramme=guidelines


Top 10 antibiotics and sites (Apr 25 to Sep 25)

The majority of the top 10 prescribed antibiotics are from the Access 

category, however, co-amoxiclav, lymecycline and clarithromycin 

from the watch category make up a significant proportion of 

antibiotic use, making these an area of focus.

Men Women



Acne antibiotics have had a recent uptick



Course length improvements seen but more work to do:

• % 5 day course amoxicillin 500mg

Apr23- Mar24 28% to 41% Apr25- Sep25

• % 5 day course doxycycline 100mg

Apr23- Mar24 6% to 10% Apr25- Sep25

• % 3 day course nitrofurantoin 100mg MR in women

Apr23- Mar24 45% to 67% Apr25- Sep25 

• % 5 day course clarithromycin 12% Apr25-Sep25



Comms
• Antibiotic formulary pack- Nov24
• Newsletters to different healthcar-Nov24 professional 

groups
• Pharmacy AMS intervention flowchart-Nov24
•  Inside-time magazine ‘advert’ published twice
• Prison radio
• Three meetings with LET via revolving doors
• Posters presented at RPS conference and UKHSA 

conference
• Antibiotic Guardian award highly commended in the 

health inequalities category
• WAAW newsletter 2025



Next steps

NEW DATA DASHBOARD 
COMPLETION AND 

PROMOTION

ANTIBIOTIC SMRS FOR 
REPEAT ANTIBIOTICS

DEVELOP TRAINING 
PACKS AND 

POSTERS/LEAFLETS 
BASED ON LET 

FEEDBACK

SKINCARE RESEARCH 
PROJECT

ACNE IMPROVEMENT 
PLAN

DENTAL QI PROJECT

BROAD SPECTRUM 
IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

MOTIVATION 
INTERVENTION PROJECT 

FOR HCPS
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